Sermon-Based Small Group Preparation
For the week of November 20, 2011
“Don’t Be a Turkey”
Luke 17:11-19

» Please look over these questions before your Small Group meeting «

Getting Started

1)

As we approach Thanksgiving, what are things that you are the
most thankful for?

What role does gratitude play in our relationships (i.e., with friends,
family, God)?

Is thankfulness an attitude that some have and others lack? Explain.

Into the Bible
Read Luke 17:11-15

5)

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border
between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men
who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in
a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14 When he saw them, he
said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed. 15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back,
praising God in a loud voice. (NIV)

Think about the day when these 10 men realized they had been
afflicted with leprosy. What kind of thoughts do you think crossed
their minds regarding the future of themselves and their family? Do
you think there was any gratitude or hope in their initial response?

Do we have a modern day leprosy?

What would it mean to be a spiritual leper? Do you think you could
ever be considered one?

What did these lepers expect Jesus to do for them (v.13)? What was
the first step in these men’s healing from leprosy? What does this
indicate about our own awareness of need?

Read Luke 17:16-19

16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a
Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this
foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made
you well.” (NIv)

Why was Jesus disappointed about the other nine not returning to
thank him (v. 18)? How might they have justified not returning to
show gratitude?

Reread verse 19. Thinking of your own life, have you ever felt
especially blessed by remembering to express thankfulness? How
has your gratitude, in turn, blessed others?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (NIv)

10) How do we get to the point where thankfulness is the initial

response for whatever life throws our way?

11) According to this passage and other biblical passages, what other

qualities enable us to be thankful in all circumstances?



Digging Deeper Sermon Notes

Read Ephesians 5:18-20 November 20, 2011
“Don’t Be a Turkey”

18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be Luke 17:11-19

filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns,

and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the
Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIv)

12) Notice the words always and all things. How does this speak to you
about your tendency toward gratitude/thankfulness?

13) Are you currently facing any situations that challenge your ability
to be truly thankful? Do you feel justified in your response to the
situation?

14) Ask yourself, “Am I a thankful person?” Which level of
thankfulness are you at?

o  The first level of thankfulness is simply giving thanks for the
blessings God has brought into your life (Hebrews 13:5).

o The second level is the capacity to be thankful in every
situation, even difficult ones (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

e The third and highest level of thankfulness is giving thanks for
all things — even the hard things (Ephesians 5:18-20).

Prayer Requests and Closing Prayer
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