Sermon Title:

“Trust Jesus”
Pastor Fred Oaks
Week of May 22, 2011

Sermon Based Small Group Discussion Guide
Icebreaker

Big Idea:
When you know Jesus and walk with him, you know the Father and can trust
him completely.

Sermon Text: John 14:1-14 New International Version
John 14:1-14

Jesus Comforts His Disciples

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[g]; believe also in
me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have
told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you
also may be where | am. 4 You know the way to the place where | am going.”

Jesus the Way to the Father

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[gl my
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that | am in the Father,
and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you | do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11
Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly | tell you,
whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they will do
even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. 13 And | will

do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do it.

Footnotes:
John 14:1 Or Believe in God
John 14:7 Some manuscripts If you really knew me, you would know

Digging Deeper:
1. Why would Jesus have saved these final words for his disciples and not
shared them with the masses of people who had been following him?

2. Jesus made it clear to his disciples that he would soon leave them. What
images and words did he use to communicate this fact?

3. Jesus knew that he would return, following his resurrection. Why, then, do
you think it was important to him to let the disciples know that he was
preparing to leave?

4, Examine the text with an eye towards Jesus’ commands to believe and to
know. How many times in these verses does he communicate to his followers
his expectation that they live their faith with resolve?

5. The disciples were concrete thinkers; they wanted a map so they could
follow Jesus. What did Jesus tell them, instead?

6. In these modern times, when tolerance is of supreme value, what does it
mean to assert that Jesus is:

¢ The Way?
* The Truth?
* The Life?

7. Why are these three concepts (Jesus as way, truth, and life) bound
together?

8. What difference does believing what Jesus said make in your daily life?
Conversely, what effect would not believing Jesus have on different areas of
your life?

9. Statements like these certainly took the disciples out of their comfort zone
and demanded them to make a verdict. Jesus asks the same of people today.



What situations in my life do | feel are out of my faith-comfort zone? Do |
believe that God is good all the time?

Taking it Home: How will I live it? Apply it?

Respond to this statement: Christianity is perceived in the USA as a religion
lived by people who know what they believe and resolve to live according to
those beliefs. (10: strongly agree, 1: disagree completely). Does a discussion
like this stir any resolve within you for change?

Have you ever thought about “doubting believers?” Is it possible to be a
believer and have doubts at times? Talk about some of the reasons that we
have doubts about things of a spiritual nature. Did Jesus reject Thomas
because of his doubts?

Do the assertions that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life get stuck in
your throat? If you agree that he is who he says he is, when was the last time
you expressed your agreement with what Jesus said about himself? How can
group members help you take a faith-filled step to live as his disciple?

Looking Ahead

THIS IS THE LAST SBSG SESSION UNTIL NEXT SEPTEMBER. IN THE MEAN
TIME:

* Plan to attend “Community,” 9:00-10:00 Sundays in the fellowship hall
with your small group friends.

* During the summer:
What is your group going to do?
Will you take a break or continue to meet?
If you meet, will it be for Bible Study, outings, community service
projects, fellowships, etc?
Remember to continue to keep each other involved in your prayer
requests and praises.

How Can | Connect with God and Others through Prayer?
Prayer :

God, you are so amazing and great. | am incredibly thankful for your blanket
of security in my life. No matter what is taken from me, | know that your love
surrounds me and | will continue through the struggle. God, | am so thankful
for you teaching me what truly matters in this world. Things such as money
and prestige are worthless and will whither away, but true relationships with
you and those around us can continue on forever. Please help me as |
continue to trust in you throughout this day. Sometimes it can be hard in the
face of what | can see in this world. | need your help as you walk with me. It is
in your name we pray. Amen.

Prayer Requests and Praises:



