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Two options, choose one:
1.) Have you ever made a detailed plan (i.e. for a wedding, trip, event at work,
a special date, the future)? Did everything go according to the plan? If not,
how did that make you feel?
2.) If given the opportunity, what “why” question would you most like to ask
God when you get to Heaven?

Trust God’s plan (providence) for your life, and find comfort in His presence.

Psalm 118: 22-23 (New International Version, 1984)

22 The stone the builders rejected  has become the cornerstone;
23 the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
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Learning more about the lesson

Each of us turns to many different people for all kinds of advice during our
lifetime. When we don’t feel well, we go to the doctor and seek his or her
advice. It is the same with any other ailment we might have. If we can’t see,
we go to the eye doctor or the dentist for our teeth and so forth. Sometimes,
beyond that, we ask other people for advice and direction in our life.
Sometimes, we might trust in our own advice or wisdom or strength. Yet, we
realize that if we do that too often, we see that we may forget God’s wisdom
and strength and knowledge.

In these verses of the Psalm, we find the theme of the stone rejected by the
builders becoming the chief cornerstone. The cornerstone is the most
important stone that is laid in a building. It is the stone that all the

others are measured off of.

The Psalmist prophesizes that Jesus himself is the cornerstone of the Christian
church, the cornerstone of our Christian faith, and he also becomes the
cornerstone of our life. The wisdom Jesus has surpasses all the wisdom of this
world, surpasses all of the advice that others might give us.

1. In what sense was Jesus like the stone the builders rejected? Have you
ever felt like that stone (rejected)?

2. Inlight of who was being prophesied about in verses 22-23, what day did
the head stone of the corner become the head in verse 24 (i.e. the day
Jesus died, the day He was born, etc.)?

LEADER’S NOTE: The cornerstone spoken of in the text would have most likely been
found in a pile of rubble (rejected) at the construction site. Once positioned where it
belongs then it will be seen for what it is supposed to be and in that moment everyone
will know because God will spotlight it.

In the immediate context, the “rejected stone” is a proverb communicating how God
had chosen Israel, a seemingly unworthy candidate, as recipient of His Kingdom. In the
larger context, however, the apostles tell us (Matt. 21:42, Acts 4:11, 1 Peter 2:7) that
the great cornerstone, rejected by men, is actually Christ himself. The proper response
of the believer to God’s work in Christ is laid before us here. It is to be “Marvelous in
our eyes.”

Page 2




3. Consider times in your life when you have been able to see providence. How does
knowing that God has a plan affect how you?

4. Close your eyes for a moment and listen carefully as your group leader reads the
following quote.

Peace has in it confidence in the Lord, that He directs all things, and provides
all things, and that He leads to a good end. When a person is in this faith, he
is in peace, for he then fears nothing, and no solicitude about things to come
disquiets him. A person comes into this state in proportion as he comes into
love to the Lord. —Secrets of Heaven 8455

What would it look like to hand your fear and worries over to the Lord? What
images come to mind? What do you imagine your life would be different?

Leaders Note: Read the quote aloud to the group from Secrets of Heaven, Divine
Providence, Heaven and Hell, and True Christianity .

5. lIs it easy or difficult for you to rely on God during difficult times? Why?

6. Sometimes God's plan appears illogical. Read and reflect on the examples below:

Q: Why whittle a 32,000-man army down to 300 men and expect any kind of
victory?
A: Judges 7:2

Q: Offended, Naaman asked why not wash in better looking rivers back in
Damascus rather than in the Jordan River to heal his skin disease?

A: 2 Kings 5:15 and 2 Kings 5:17-18

Q: Why did Paul and Silas sing songs to God from jail after being beaten with rods?
A: 2 Corinthians 1:9-10

Q: Why doesn’t God always stop his enemies from doing evil and hurting his
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Taking it Home

Looking Ahead

Prayer Focus

people?
A: Daniel 3:16-18

Q: Why is God so swift to act sometimes (like the fiery furnace) and so slow other
times?
A: 2 Peter 3:3-9

7. Isthere a specific area of God plan that you are struggling with? Whether
or not you choose to share it with the group, write it down in the space
below and ask God for an answer during prayer time:

How will I live it? Apply it?

Reflect on the following steps throughout the week. Especially when God’s plan seems
illogical :

1. Know what GOD says about who we are - Go by GOD's word, not my power or
logic

2. Believe what GOD says - trust the way Abraham did (Romans 4:19)

3. Act upon what GOD says is true. For example, "consider it all joy when you fall..."
(James 1:3)

How can | prepare for the next Small Group meeting?
* Invite your group members to attend “Community,” 9:00-10:00 Sundays in the
fellowship hall.
* The text for next week is John 14:1-14. The theme is “Trust Jesus.”

How can | connect with God and others through prayer?
Pray for each group member and provide opportunities for each to share.

Thank God today for sending Jesus, the perfect representation of the

Father in human flesh. Pray that God would help you to look to Jesus more and
more faithfully as the cornerstone for your life. Pray that God would help you
to think often and deeply on Him and that your heart would more and more
frequently be set upon worshiping and imitating Him in your thinking and living.

Extra credit: Share a miracle you’ve experienced which you credit to answered
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